
29 C.F.R. § 1917.119
Portable ladders.

(a) Scope and applicability. This section applies to all portable ladders, including job-made ladders for
temporary use, unless otherwise specified.

(b) Standards for existing manufactured portable ladders. (1) Rungs of manufactured portable ladders obtained
before October 3, 1983, shall be capable of supporting a 200-pound (890 N) load without deformation.

(2) Rungs shall be evenly spaced from 9 to 16 1⁄2 inches (22.9 to 41.9 cm), center to center.

(3) Rungs shall be continuous members between rails. Each rung of a double-rung ladder (two side rails and a
center rail) shall extend the full width of the ladder.

(4) Width between side rails at the base of the ladder shall be at least 12 inches (30.48 cm) for ladders 10 feet
(3.05 m) or less in overall length, and shall increase at least 1⁄4 inch (0.64 cm) for each additional 2 feet (0.61
m) of ladder length.
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