
29 C.F.R. § 1918.65
Mechanically powered vehicles used aboard vessels.

(a) Applicability. This section applies to every type of mechanically powered vehicle used for material or
equipment handling aboard a vessel.

(b) General. (1) Modifications, such as adding counterweights that might affect the vehicle's capacity or safety,
shall not be done without either the manufacturers' prior written approval or the written approval of a
registered professional engineer experienced with the equipment, who has consulted with the
manufacturer, if available. Capacity, operation and maintenance instruction plates, tags or decals shall be
changed to conform to the equipment as modified.

(2) Rated capacities, with and without removable counterweights, shall not be exceeded. Rated capacities shall
be marked on the vehicle and shall be visible to the operator. The vehicle weight, with and without a
counterweight, shall be similarly marked.

(3) If loads are lifted by two or more trucks working in unison, the total weight shall not exceed the combined
safe lifting capacity of all trucks.

(c) Guards for fork lift trucks. (1) Except as noted in paragraph (c)(5) of this section, fork lift trucks shall be
equipped with overhead guards securely attached to the machines. The guard shall be of such design and
construction as to protect the operator from boxes, cartons, packages, bagged material, and other similar
items of cargo that might fall from the load being handled or from stowage.

(2) Overhead guards shall not obstruct the operator's view, and openings in the top of the guard shall not
exceed six inches (15.24 cm) in one of the two directions, width or length. Larger openings are permitted if no
opening allows the smallest unit of cargo being handled through the guard.
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