
29 C.F.R. § 1926.1050
Scope, application, and definitions applicable to this subpart.

(a) Scope and application. This subpart applies to all stairways and ladders used in construction, alteration,
repair (including painting and decorating), and demolition workplaces covered under 29 CFR part 1926,
and also sets forth, in specified circumstances, when ladders and stairways are required to be provided.
Additional requirements for ladders used on or with scaffolds are contained in subpart L—Scaffolds. This
subpart does not apply to integral components of equipment covered by subpart CC. Subpart CC exclusively
sets forth the circumstances when ladders and stairways must be provided on equipment covered by
subpart CC.

(b) Definitions. Cleat means a ladder crosspiece of rectangular cross section placed on edge upon which a
person may step while ascending or descending a ladder.

Double-cleat ladder means a ladder similar in construction to a single-cleat ladder, but with a center rail to allow
simultaneous two-way traffic for employees ascending or descending.

Equivalent means alternative designs, materials, or methods that the employer can demonstrate will provide an
equal or greater degree of safety for employees than the method or item specified in the standard.
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