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29 C.F.R. §1915.74

Access to vessels.

(a) Access to vessels afloat. The employer shall not permit employees to board or leave any vessel, except a
barge or river towboat, until the following requirements have been met:

(1) Whenever practicable, a gangway of not less than 20 inches walking surface of adequate strength,
maintained in safe repair and safely secured shall be used. If a gangway is not practicable, a substantial straight
ladder, extending at least 36 inches above the upper landing surface and adequately secured against shifting or
slipping shall be provided. When conditions are such that neither a gangway nor a straight ladder can be used, a
Jacob's ladder meeting the requirements of paragraphs (d) (1) and (2) of this section may be used.

(2) Each side of such gangway, and the turn table if used, shall have a railing with a minimum height of
approximately 33 inches measured perpendicularly from rail to walking surface at the stanchion, with a
midrail. Rails shall be of wood, pipe, chain, wire or rope and shall be kept taut at all times.
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