
29 C.F.R. § 1915.71
Scaffolds or staging.

(a) Scope and application. The provisions of this section shall apply to all ship repairing, shipbuilding and
shipbreaking operations except that paragraphs (b)(8) through (b)(10) and paragraphs (c) through (f) of
this section shall only apply to ship repairing and shipbuilding operations and shall not apply to
shipbreaking.

(b) General requirements. (1) All scaffolds and their supports whether of lumber, steel or other material, shall
be capable of supporting the load they are designed to carry with a safety factor of not less than four (4).

(2) All lumber used in the construction of scaffolds shall be spruce, fir, long leaf yellow pine, Oregon pine or
wood of equal strength. The use of hemlock, short leaf yellow pine, or short fiber lumber is prohibited.

(3) Lumber dimensions as given in this subpart are nominal except where given in fractions of an inch.

(4) All lumber used in the construction of scaffolds shall be sound, straight-grained, free from cross grain,
shakes and large, loose or dead knots. It shall also be free from dry rot, large checks, worm holes or other
defects which impair its strength or durability.

(5) Scaffolds shall be maintained in a safe and secure condition. Any component of the scaffold which is
broken, burned or otherwise defective shall be replaced.

(6) Barrels, boxes, cans, loose bricks, or other unstable objects shall not be used as working platforms or for
the support of planking intended as scaffolds or working platforms.

(7) No scaffold shall be erected, moved, dismantled or altered except under the supervision of competent
persons.

(8) No welding, burning, riveting or open flame work shall be performed on any staging suspended by means of
fiber rope.

(9) Lifting bridles on working platforms suspended from cranes shall consist of four legs so attached that the
stability of the platform is assured.

(10) Unless the crane hook has a safety latch or is moused, the lifting bridles on working platforms suspended
from cranes shall be attached by shackles to the lower lifting block or other positive means shall be taken to
prevent them from becoming accidentally disengaged from the crane hook.

(c) Independent pole wood scaffolds. (1) All pole uprights shall be set plump. Poles shall rest on a foundation of
sufficient size and strength to distribute the loan and to prevent displacement.

(2) In light-duty scaffolds, not more than 24 feet in height, poles may be spliced by overlapping the ends not
less than 4 feet and securely nailing them together. A substantial cleat shall be nailed to the lower section to
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form a support for the upper section except when bolted connections are used.

(3) All other poles to be spliced shall be squared at the ends of each splice, abutted, and rigidly fastened
together by not less than two cleats securely nailed or bolted thereto. Each cleat shall overlap each pole end by
at least 24 inches and shall have a width equal to the face of the pole to which it is attached. The combined
cross sectional area of the cleats shall be not less than the cross sectional area of the pole.

(4) Ledgers shall extend over two consecutive pole spaces and shall overlap the poles at each end by not less
than 4 inches. They shall be left in position to brace the poles as the platform is raised with the progress of the
work. Ledgers shall be level and shall be securely nailed or bolted to each pole and shall be placed against the
inside face of each pole.

(5) All bearers shall be set with their greater dimension vertical and shall extend beyond the ledgers upon
which they rest.
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