
29 C.F.R. § 1910.399
Definitions applicable to this subpart.

Acceptable. An installation or equipment is acceptable to the Assistant Secretary of Labor, and approved within
the meaning of this subpart S:

(1) If it is accepted, or certified, or listed, or labeled, or otherwise determined to be safe by a nationally
recognized testing laboratory recognized pursuant to § 1910.7; or

(2) With respect to an installation or equipment of a kind that no nationally recognized testing laboratory
accepts, certifies, lists, labels, or determines to be safe, if it is inspected or tested by another Federal
agency, or by a State, municipal, or other local authority responsible for enforcing occupational safety
provisions of the National Electrical Code, and found in compliance with the provisions of the National
Electrical Code as applied in this subpart; or

(3) With respect to custom-made equipment or related installations that are designed, fabricated for, and
intended for use by a particular customer, if it is determined to be safe for its intended use by its
manufacturer on the basis of test data which the employer keeps and makes available for inspection to the
Assistant Secretary and his authorized representatives.

Accepted. An installation is “accepted” if it has been inspected and found by a nationally recognized testing
laboratory to conform to specified plans or to procedures of applicable codes.

Accessible. (As applied to wiring methods.) Capable of being removed or exposed without damaging the building
structure or finish, or not permanently closed in by the structure or finish of the building. (See “concealed” and
“exposed.”)

Accessible. (As applied to equipment.) Admitting close approach; not guarded by locked doors, elevation, or other
effective means. (See “Readily accessible.”)

Ampacity. The current, in amperes, that a conductor can carry continuously under the conditions of use without
exceeding its temperature rating.

Appliances. Utilization equipment, generally other than industrial, normally built in standardized sizes or types,
that is installed or connected as a unit to perform one or more functions.

Approved. Acceptable to the authority enforcing this subpart. The authority enforcing this subpart is the Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health. The definition of “acceptable” indicates what is acceptable
to the Assistant Secretary of Labor, and therefore approved within the meaning of this subpart.

Armored cable (Type AC). A fabricated assembly of insulated conductors in a flexible metallic enclosure.

Askarel. A generic term for a group of nonflammable synthetic chlorinated hydrocarbons used as electrical
insulating media. Askarels of various compositional types are used. Under arcing conditions, the gases produced,
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while consisting predominantly of noncombustible hydrogen chloride, can include varying amounts of
combustible gases depending upon the askarel type.

Attachment plug (Plug cap)(Cap). A device that, by insertion in a receptacle, establishes a connection between the
conductors of the attached flexible cord and the conductors connected permanently to the receptacle.

Automatic. Self-acting, operating by its own mechanism when actuated by some impersonal influence, as, for
example, a change in current strength, pressure, temperature, or mechanical configuration.

Bare conductor. See Conductor.

Barrier. A physical obstruction that is intended to prevent contact with equipment or live parts or to prevent
unauthorized access to a work area.

Bathroom. An area including a basin with one or more of the following: a toilet, a tub, or a shower.

Bonding (Bonded). The permanent joining of metallic parts to form an electrically conductive path that ensures
electrical continuity and the capacity to conduct safely any current likely to be imposed.

Bonding jumper. A conductor that assures the necessary electrical conductivity between metal parts required to be
electrically connected.

Branch circuit. The circuit conductors between the final overcurrent device protecting the circuit and the outlets.

Building. A structure that stands alone or is cut off from adjoining structures by fire walls with all openings
therein protected by approved fire doors.

Cabinet. An enclosure designed either for surface or flush mounting, and provided with a frame, mat, or trim in
which a swinging door or doors are or can be hung.

Cable tray system. A unit or assembly of units or sections and associated fittings forming a rigid structural system
used to securely fasten or support cables and raceways. Cable tray systems include ladders, troughs, channels,
solid bottom trays, and other similar structures.

Cablebus. An assembly of insulated conductors with fittings and conductor terminations in a completely
enclosed, ventilated, protective metal housing.

Cell line. An assembly of electrically interconnected electrolytic cells supplied by a source of direct current power.

Cell line attachments and auxiliary equipment. Cell line attachments and auxiliary equipment include, but are not
limited to, auxiliary tanks, process piping, ductwork, structural supports, exposed cell line conductors, conduits
and other raceways, pumps, positioning equipment, and cell cutout or bypass electrical devices. Auxiliary
equipment also includes tools, welding machines, crucibles, and other portable equipment used for operation
and maintenance within the electrolytic cell line working zone. In the cell line working zone, auxiliary equipment
includes the exposed conductive surfaces of ungrounded cranes and crane-mounted cell-servicing equipment.

Center pivot irrigation machine. A multi-motored irrigation machine that revolves around a central pivot and
employs alignment switches or similar devices to control individual motors.

Certified. Equipment is “certified” if it bears a label, tag, or other record of certification that the equipment:

(1) Has been tested and found by a nationally recognized testing laboratory to meet nationally recognized
standards or to be safe for use in a specified manner; or
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(2) Is of a kind whose production is periodically inspected by a nationally recognized testing laboratory and is
accepted by the laboratory as safe for its intended use.

Circuit breaker. A device designed to open and close a circuit by nonautomatic means and to open the circuit
automatically on a predetermined overcurrent without damage to itself when properly applied within its rating.

Class I locations. Class I locations are those in which flammable gases or vapors are or may be present in the air in
quantities sufficient to produce explosive or ignitable mixtures. Class I locations include the following:

(1) Class I, Division 1. A Class I, Division 1 location is a location:

(i) In which ignitable concentrations of flammable gases or vapors may exist under normal operating
conditions; or

(ii) In which ignitable concentrations of such gases or vapors may exist frequently because of repair or
maintenance operations or because of leakage; or

(iii) In which breakdown or faulty operation of equipment or processes might release ignitable concentrations
of flammable gases or vapors, and might also cause simultaneous failure of electric equipment.

Note to the definition of “Class I, Division 1:”

This classification usually includes locations where volatile flammable liquids or liquefied flammable gases are
transferred from one container to another; interiors of spray booths and areas in the vicinity of spraying and
painting operations where volatile flammable solvents are used; locations containing open tanks or vats of
volatile flammable liquids; drying rooms or compartments for the evaporation of flammable solvents; locations
containing fat and oil extraction equipment using volatile flammable solvents; portions of cleaning and dyeing
plants where flammable liquids are used; gas generator rooms and other portions of gas manufacturing plants
where flammable gas may escape; inadequately ventilated pump rooms for flammable gas or for volatile
flammable liquids; the interiors of refrigerators and freezers in which volatile flammable materials are stored in
open, lightly stoppered, or easily ruptured containers; and all other locations where ignitable concentrations of
flammable vapors or gases are likely to occur in the course of normal operations.

(2) Class I, Division 2. A Class I, Division 2 location is a location:

(i) In which volatile flammable liquids or flammable gases are handled, processed, or used, but in which the
hazardous liquids, vapors, or gases will normally be confined within closed containers or closed systems from
which they can escape only in the event of accidental rupture or breakdown of such containers or systems, or as
a result of abnormal operation of equipment; or

(ii) In which ignitable concentrations of gases or vapors are normally prevented by positive mechanical
ventilation, and which might become hazardous through failure or abnormal operations of the ventilating
equipment; or
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