
29 C.F.R. § 1910.334
Use of equipment.

(a) Portable electric equipment. This paragraph applies to the use of cord- and plug-connected equipment,
including flexible cord sets (extension cords).

(1) Handling. Portable equipment shall be handled in a manner which will not cause damage. Flexible electric
cords connected to equipment may not be used for raising or lowering the equipment. Flexible cords may not
be fastened with staples or otherwise hung in such a fashion as could damage the outer jacket or insulation.

(2) Visual inspection. (i) Portable cord- and plug-connected equipment and flexible cord sets (extension cords)
shall be visually inspected before use on any shift for external defects (such as loose parts, deformed and
missing pins, or damage to outer jacket or insulation) and for evidence of possible internal damage (such as
pinched or crushed outer jacket). Cord- and plug-connected equipment and flexible cord sets (extension
cords) which remain connected once they are put in place and are not exposed to damage need not be visually
inspected until they are relocated.

(ii) If there is a defect or evidence of damage that might expose an employee to injury, the defective or damaged
item shall be removed from service, and no employee may use it until repairs and tests necessary to render the
equipment safe have been made.
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