
29 C.F.R. § 1910.241
Definitions.

As used in this subpart:

(a) Explosive-actuated fastening tool terms—(1) Hammer-operated piston tool—low-velocity type. A tool which,
by means of a heavy mass hammer supplemented by a load, moves a piston designed to be captive to drive a
stud, pin, or fastener into a work surface, always starting the fastener at rest and in contact with the work
surface. It shall be so designed that when used with any load that accurately chambers in it and that is
commercially available at the time the tool is submitted for approval, it will not cause such stud, pin, or
fastener to have a mean velocity in excess of 300 feet per second when measured 6.5 feet from the muzzle
end of the barrel.

(2) High-velocity tool. A tool or machine which, when used with a load, propels or discharges a stud, pin, or
fastener, at velocities in excess of 300 feet per second when measured 6.5 feet from the muzzle end of the
barrel, for the purpose of impinging it upon, affixing it to, or penetrating another object or material.

(3) Low-velocity piston tool. A tool that utilizes a piston designed to be captive to drive a stud, pin, or fastener
into a work surface. It shall be so designed that when used with any load that accurately chambers in it and that
is commercially available at the time the tool is submitted for approval, it will not cause such stud, pin, or
fastener to have a mean velocity in excess of 300 feet per second when measured 6.5 feet from the muzzle end
of the barrel.
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