
29 C.F.R. § 1910.165
Employee alarm systems.

(a) Scope and application. (1) This section applies to all emergency employee alarms installed to meet a
particular OSHA standard. This section does not apply to those discharge or supervisory alarms required on
various fixed extinguishing systems or to supervisory alarms on fire suppression, alarm or detection
systems unless they are intended to be employee alarm systems.

(2) The requirements in this section that pertain to maintenance, testing and inspection shall apply to all local
fire alarm signaling systems used for alerting employees regardless of the other functions of the system.

(3) All pre-discharge employee alarms installed to meet a particular OSHA standard shall meet the
requirements of paragraphs (b)(1) through (4), (c), and (d)(1) of this section.

(b) General requirements. (1) The employee alarm system shall provide warning for necessary emergency
action as called for in the emergency action plan, or for reaction time for safe escape of employees from the
workplace or the immediate work area, or both.
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