
29 C.F.R. § 1910.147
The control of hazardous energy (lockout/tagout).

(a) Scope, application, and purpose—(1) Scope. (i) This standard covers the servicing and maintenance of
machines and equipment in which the unexpected energization or start up of the machines or equipment, or
release of stored energy could cause injury to employees. This standard establishes minimum performance
requirements for the control of such hazardous energy.

(ii) This standard does not cover the following:

(A) Construction and agriculture employment;

(B) Employment covered by parts 1915, 1917, and 1918 of this title;

(C) Installations under the exclusive control of electric utilities for the purpose of power generation,
transmission and distribution, including related equipment for communication or metering;

(D) Exposure to electrical hazards from work on, near, or with conductors or equipment in electric-utilization
installations, which is covered by subpart S of this part; and

(E) Oil and gas well drilling and servicing.

(2) Application. (i) This standard applies to the control of energy during servicing and/or maintenance of
machines and equipment.

(ii) Normal production operations are not covered by this standard (See subpart O of this part). Servicing and/or
maintenance which takes place during normal production operations is covered by this standard only if;:

(A) An employee is required to remove or bypass a guard or other safety device; or

(B) An employee is required to place any part of his or her body into an area on a machine or piece of equipment
where work is actually performed upon the material being processed (point of operation) or where an associated
danger zone exists during a machine operating cycle.

Note:

Exception to paragraph (a)(2)(ii):  Minor tool changes and adjustments, and other minor servicing activities, which
take place during normal production operations, are not covered by this standard if they are routine, repetitive,
and integral to the use of the equipment for production, provided that the work is performed using alternative
measures which provide effective protection (See subpart O of this part).

(iii) This standard does not apply to the following.

(A) Work on cord and plug connected electric equipment for which exposure to the hazards of unexpected
energization or start up of the equipment is controlled by the unplugging of the equipment from the energy
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source and by the plug being under the exclusive control of the employee performing the servicing or
maintenance.

(B) Hot tap operations involving transmission and distribution systems for substances such as gas, steam, water
or petroleum products when they are performed on pressurized pipelines, provided that the employer
demonstrates that (1) continuity of service is essential; (2) shutdown of the system is impractical; and (3)
documented procedures are followed, and special equipment is used which will provide proven effective
protection for employees.

(3) Purpose. (i) This section requires employers to establish a program and utilize procedures for affixing
appropriate lockout devices or tagout devices to energy isolating devices, and to otherwise disable machines or
equipment to prevent unexpected energization, start-up or release of stored energy in order to prevent injury to
employees.

(ii) When other standards in this part require the use of lockout or tagout, they shall be used and supplemented
by the procedural and training requirements of this section.

(b) Definitions applicable to this section.

Affected employee. An employee whose job requires him/her to operate or use a machine or equipment on which
servicing or maintenance is being performed under lockout or tagout, or whose job requires him/her to work in
an area in which such servicing or maintenance is being performed.

Authorized employee. A person who locks out or tags out machines or equipment in order to perform servicing or
maintenance on that machine or equipment. An affected employee becomes an authorized employee when that
employee's duties include performing servicing or maintenance covered under this section.

Capable of being locked out. An energy isolating device is capable of being locked out if it has a hasp or other
means of attachment to which, or through which, a lock can be affixed, or it has a locking mechanism built into it.
Other energy isolating devices are capable of being locked out, if lockout can be achieved without the need to
dismantle, rebuild, or replace the energy isolating device or permanently alter its energy control capability.

Energized. Connected to an energy source or containing residual or stored energy.

Energy isolating device. A mechanical device that physically prevents the transmission or release of energy,
including but not limited to the following: A manually operated electrical circuit breaker; a disconnect switch; a
manually operated switch by which the conductors of a circuit can be disconnected from all ungrounded supply
conductors, and, in addition, no pole can be operated independently; a line valve; a block; and any similar device
used to block or isolate energy. Push buttons, selector switches and other control circuit type devices are not
energy isolating devices.

Energy source. Any source of electrical, mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, thermal, or other energy.

Hot tap. A procedure used in the repair, maintenance and services activities which involves welding on a piece of
equipment (pipelines, vessels or tanks) under pressure, in order to install connections or appurtenances. It is
commonly used to replace or add sections of pipeline without the interruption of service for air, gas, water,
steam, and petrochemical distribution systems.

Lockout. The placement of a lockout device on an energy isolating device, in accordance with an established
procedure, ensuring that the energy isolating device and the equipment being controlled cannot be operated until
the lockout device is removed.
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Lockout device. A device that utilizes a positive means such as a lock, either key or combination type, to hold an
energy isolating device in a safe position and prevent the energizing of a machine or equipment. Included are
blank flanges and bolted slip blinds.

Normal production operations. The utilization of a machine or equipment to perform its intended production
function.

Servicing and/or maintenance. Workplace activities such as constructing, installing, setting up, adjusting,
inspecting, modifying, and maintaining and/or servicing machines or equipment. These activities include
lubrication, cleaning or unjamming of machines or equipment and making adjustments or tool changes, where
the employee may be exposed to the unexpected energization or startup of the equipment or release of hazardous
energy.
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