
29 C.F.R. § 1908.7
Relationship to enforcement.

(a) Independence. (1) Consultative activity by a State shall be conducted independently of any OSHA
enforcement activity.

(2) The consultative activity shall have its own identifiable managerial staff. In States with Plans approved
under section 18 of the Act, this staff will be separate from the managing of compliance inspections and
scheduling.

(3) The identity of employers requesting onsite consultation, as well as the file of the consultant's visit, shall
not be provided to OSHA for use in any compliance activity, except as provided for in § 1908.6(f)(1) (failure to
eliminate imminent danger,) § 1908.6(f)(4) (failure to eliminate serious hazards,) paragraph (b)(1) of this
section (inspection deferral) and paragraph (b)(4) of this section (recognition and exemption program).

(b) Effect upon scheduling. (1) An onsite consultative visit already in progress will have priority over OSHA
compliance inspections except as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this section. The consultant and the
employer shall notify the compliance officer of the visit in progress and request delay of the inspection
until after the visit is completed. An onsite consultative visit shall be considered “in progress” in relation
to the working conditions, hazards, or situations covered by the visit from the beginning of the opening
conference through the end of the correction due dates and any extensions thereof. OSHA may, in
exercising its authority to schedule compliance inspections, assign a lower priority to worksites where
consultation visits are scheduled.
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