
29 C.F.R. § 1903.14
Citations; notices of de minimis violations; policy regarding
employee rescue activities.

(a) The Area Director shall review the inspection report of the Compliance Safety and Health Officer. If, on the
basis of the report the Area Director believes that the employer has violated a requirement of section 5 of
the Act, of any standard, rule or order promulgated pursuant to section 6 of the Act, or of any substantive
rule published in this chapter, he shall, if appropriate, consult with the Regional Solicitor, and he shall
issue to the employer either a citation or a notice of de minimis violations which have no direct or
immediate relationship to safety or health. An appropriate citation or notice of de minimis violations shall
be issued even though after being informed of an alleged violation by the Compliance Safety and Health
Officer, the employer immediately abates, or initiates steps to abate, such alleged violation. Any citation or
notice of de minimis violations shall be issued with reasonable promptness after termination of the
inspection. No citation may be issued under this section after the expiration of 6 months following the
occurrence of any alleged violation.
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