
29 C.F.R. § 553.211
Law enforcement activities.

(a) As used in sections 7(k) and 13(b)(20) of the Act, the term “any employee . . . in law enforcement
activities” refers to any employee (1) who is a uniformed or plainclothed member of a body of officers and
subordinates who are empowered by State statute or local ordinance to enforce laws designed to maintain
public peace and order and to protect both life and property from accidental or willful injury, and to
prevent and detect crimes, (2) who has the power to arrest, and (3) who is presently undergoing or has
undergone or will undergo on-the-job training and/or a course of instruction and study which typically
includes physical training, self-defense, firearm proficiency, criminal and civil law principles,
investigative and law enforcement techniques, community relations, medical aid and ethics.

(b) Employees who meet these tests are considered to be engaged in law enforcement activities regardless of
their rank, or of their status as “trainee,” “probationary,” or “permanent,” and regardless of their
assignment to duties incidental to the performance of their law enforcement activities such as equipment
maintenance, and lecturing, or to support activities of the type described in paragraph (g) of this section,
whether or not such assignment is for training or familiarization purposes, or for reasons of illness, injury
or infirmity. The term would also include rescue and ambulance service personnel if such personnel form
an integral part of the public agency's law enforcement activities. See § 553.215.
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