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29 C.F.R.§1607.5

General standards for validity studies.

A. Acceptable types of validity studies. For the purposes of satisfying these guidelines, users may rely upon
criterion-related validity studies, content validity studies or construct validity studies, in accordance with the
standards set forth in the technical standards of these guidelines, section 14 below. New strategies for showing
the validity of selection procedures will be evaluated as they become accepted by the psychological profession.

B. Criterion-related, content, and construct validity. Evidence of the validity of a test or other selection procedure by
a criterion-related validity study should consist of empirical data demonstrating that the selection procedure is
predictive of or significantly correlated with important elements of job performance. See section 14B below.
Evidence of the validity of a test or other selection procedure by a content validity study should consist of data
showing that the content of the selection procedure is representative of important aspects of performance on the
job for which the candidates are to be evaluated. See 14C below. Evidence of the validity of a test or other selection
procedure through a construct validity study should consist of data showing that the procedure measures the
degree to which candidates have identifiable characteristics which have been determined to be important in
successful performance in the job for which the candidates are to be evaluated. See section 14D below.
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