
29 C.F.R. § 1425.2
Notice to the Service of agreement negotiations.

(a) In order that the Service may provide assistance to the parties, the party initiating negotiations shall file a
notice with the FMCS Notice Processing Unit, 2100 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20427, at least 30 days
prior to the expiration or modification date of an existing agreement, or 30 days prior to the reopener date
of an existing agreement. In the case of an initial agreement the notice shall be filed within 30 days after
commencing negotiations.

(b) Parties engaging in mid-term or impact and/or implementation bargaining are encouraged to send a
notice to FMCS if assistance is desired. Such notice may be sent by either party or may be submitted jointly.
In regard to such notices a brief listing should be general in nature e.g., smoking policies, or Alternative
Work Schedules (AWS).

(c) Parties requesting grievance mediation must send a request signed by both the union and the agency
involved. Receipt of such request does not commit FMCS to provide its services. FMCS has the discretion to
determine whether or not to perform grievance mediation, as such service may not be appropriate in all
cases.
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