
29 C.F.R. § 1420.9
FMCS deferral to parties' own private interest arbitration procedures.

(a) The Service will defer to the parties' own privately agreed to interest arbitration procedure and decline to
appoint a Board of Inquiry (BoI) as long as the parties' own procedure meets certain conditions so as to
satisfy the Service's responsibilities under the Act. The Service will decline to appoint BoI if the parties to a
dispute have agreed in writing to their own interest arbitration procedure which meets the following
conditions:

(1) The interest arbitration procedure must provide that there can be no strike or lockout and no changes in
conditions of employment (except by mutual agreement) during the contract negotiation covered by the
interest arbitration procedure and the period of any subsequent interest arbitration proceedings.
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