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29 C.F.R. §1404.9

Procedures for requesting arbitration lists and panels.

(a) The OA has been delegated the responsibility for administering all requests for labor arbitration services.
Requests must be made online at fmcs.gov/services/arbitration/requesting-a-panel/, or via email attaching a
completed Form R-43 addressed to arbitration@fmcs.gov.

(b) Upon request, OA will refer a randomly selected panel of seven arbitrators to parties to an agreement to
arbitrate or engage in fact-finding, or where labor arbitration or fact-finding may be provided by statute. A
biographical sketch will be provided for each member of the panel. This sketch states the background,
qualifications, experience, and all fees as furnished to OA by the arbitrator. The parties are encouraged to
make joint requests. However, a panel request, whether joint or unilateral, will be honored. Requests for a
panel of other than seven (7) names, for a direct appointment of an arbitrator, and/or for special
qualifications or other service will not be honored unless jointly submitted or authorized by both parties
pursuant to mutual agreement. The issuance of a panel—in response to either joint or unilateral request—
is nothing more than a response to a request. Neither issuance of a panel nor appointment of an arbitrator
signifies the adoption of any position by FMCS regarding the status of an arbitration agreement,
arbitrability of any dispute, or the terms of the parties' contract.
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