
29 C.F.R. § 99.400
Responsibilities.

(a) Cognizant agency for audit responsibilities. Recipients expending more than $25 million a year in Federal
awards shall have a cognizant agency for audit. The designated cognizant agency for audit shall be the
Federal awarding agency that provides the predominant amount of direct funding to a recipient unless OMB
makes a specific cognizant agency for audit assignment. To provide for continuity of cognizance, the
determination of the predominant amount of direct funding shall be based upon direct Federal awards
expended in the recipient's fiscal years ending in 1995, 2000, 2005, and every fifth year thereafter. For
example, audit cognizance for periods ending in 1997 through 2000 will be determined based on Federal
awards expended in 1995. (However, for States and local governments that expend more than $25 million a
year in Federal awards and have previously assigned cognizant agencies for audit, the requirements of this
paragraph are not applicable until fiscal years beginning after June 30, 2000.) Notwithstanding the manner
in which audit cognizance is determined, a Federal awarding agency with cognizance for an auditee may
reassign cognizance to another Federal awarding agency which provides substantial direct funding and
agrees to be the cognizant agency for audit. Within 30 days after any reassignment, both the old and the
new cognizant agency for audit shall notify the auditee, and, if known, the auditor of the reassignment.
The cognizant agency for audit shall:
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