
29 C.F.R. § 70.20
Responsibility for responding to requests.

(a) In general. Except in the instances stated in paragraph (d) of this section, the component that first receives
a request for a record and maintains that record is the component responsible for responding to the
request. In determining which records are responsive to a request, a component ordinarily will include only
records in its possession as of the date that the component begins the search; if any other date is used, the
component will inform the requester of that date. A record that is excluded from the requirements of the
FOIA pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(c), is not considered responsive to a request. When it is determined that
records responsive to a request may be located in multiple components of the Department, the Office of
Information Services may coordinate the Department's response. If the Office of Information Services
deems a consolidated response appropriate, it will issue such a response on behalf of the Department.
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