
29 C.F.R. § 452.97
Secret ballot.

(a) A prime requisite of elections regulated by title IV is that they be held by secret ballot among the members
or in appropriate cases by representatives who themselves have been elected by secret ballot among the
members. A secret ballot under the Act is “the expression by ballot, voting machine, or otherwise, but in no
event by proxy, of a choice * * * cast in such a manner that the person expressing such choice cannot be

identified with the choice expressed.” [1] Secrecy may be assured by the use of voting machines, or, if paper
ballots are used, by providing voting booths, partitions, or other physical arrangements permitting privacy
for the voter while he is marking his ballot. The ballot must not contain any markings which upon
examination would enable one to identify it with the voter. Balloting by mail presents special problems in
assuring secrecy. Although no particular method of assuring such secrecy is prescribed, secrecy may be
assured by the use of a double envelope system for return of the voted ballots with the necessary voter
identification appearing only on the outer envelope.
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