
29 C.F.R. § 38.112
Initial and final decision procedures.

(a) Initial decision. After the hearing, the Administrative Law Judge must issue an initial decision and order,
containing findings of fact and conclusions of law. The initial decision and order must be served on all
parties.

(b) Exceptions; Final Decision—(1) Final Decision after a hearing. The initial decision and order becomes the
Final Decision and Order of the Department unless exceptions are filed by a party or, in the absence of
exceptions, the Administrative Review Board serves notice that it will review the decision.

(i) Exceptions. A party dissatisfied with the initial decision and order may, within 45 days of receipt, file with the
Administrative Review Board and serve on the other parties to the proceedings and on the Administrative Law
Judge, exceptions to the initial decision and order or any part thereof, in accordance with 29 CFR part 26.
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