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29 C.F.R. §18.50

General provisions governing disclosure and discovery.

(a) Timing and sequence of discovery— (1) Timing. A party may seek discovery at any time after a judge issues an
initial notice or order. But if the judge orders the parties to confer under paragraph (b) of this section:

(i) The time to respond to any pending discovery requests is extended until the time agreed in the discovery
plan, or that the judge sets in resolving disputes about the discovery plan, and

(ii) No party may seek additional discovery from any source before the parties have conferred as required by
paragraph (b) of this section, except by stipulation.

(2) Sequence. Unless, on motion, the judge orders otherwise for the parties' and witnesses' convenience and in
the interests of justice:

(i) Methods of discovery may be used in any sequence; and
(ii) Discovery by one party does not require any other party to delay its discovery.

(b) Conference of the parties; planning for discovery—(1) In general. The judge may order the parties to confer on
the matters described in paragraphs (b)(2) and (3) of this section.

(2) Conference content; parties' responsibilities. In conferring, the parties must consider the nature and basis of
their claims and defenses and the possibilities for promptly settling or resolving the case; make or arrange for
the disclosures required by paragraph (c) of this section; discuss any issues about preserving discoverable
information; and develop a proposed discovery plan. The representatives of record and all unrepresented
parties that have appeared in the case are jointly responsible for arranging the conference, for attempting in
good faith to agree on the proposed discovery plan, and for submitting to the judge within 14 days after the
conference a written report outlining the plan. The judge may order the parties or representatives to attend the
conference in person.

(3) Discovery plan. A discovery plan must state the parties' views and proposals on:

(i) What changes should be made in the timing, form, or requirement for disclosures under paragraph (c) of this
section, including a statement of when initial disclosures were made or will be made;

(ii) The subjects on which discovery may be needed, when discovery should be completed, and whether discovery
should be conducted in phases or be limited to or focused on particular issues;
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