
29 C.F.R. § 18.13
Settlement judge procedure.

(a) How initiated. The Office of Administrative Law Judges provides settlement judges to aid the parties in
resolving the matter that is the subject of the controversy. Upon a joint request by the parties or upon
referral by the judge when no party objects, the Chief Judge may appoint a settlement judge. A settlement
judge will not be appointed when settlement proceedings would be inconsistent with a statute, regulation,
or executive order.

(b) Appointment. The Chief Judge has discretion to appoint a settlement judge, who must be an active or retired
judge. The settlement judge will not be appointed to hear and decide the case or approve the settlement
without the parties' consent and the approval of the Chief Judge.
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