
29 C.F.R. § 16.204
When an application may be filed.

(a) An application may be filed whenever the applicant has prevailed in the proceeding or in a significant and
discrete substantive portion of the proceeding, but in no case later than 30 days after the agency's final
disposition of the proceeding.

(b) If review or reconsideration is sought or taken of a decision as to which an applicant believes it has
prevailed, matters related to the consideration of an award of fees and expenses shall be stayed pending
final disposition of the underlying controversy.
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