
31 C.F.R. § 28.625
Decisions and notices.

(a) Decisions by hearing officers. After a hearing is held by a hearing officer such hearing officer shall either
make an initial decision, if so authorized, or certify the entire record including recommended findings and
proposed decision to the reviewing authority for a final decision, and a copy of such initial decision or
certification shall be mailed to the applicant or recipient and to the complainant, if any. Where the initial
decision referred to in this paragraph or in paragraph (c) of this section is made by the hearing officer, the
applicant or recipient or the counsel for the Department may, within the period provided for in the rules of
procedure issued by the designated agency official, file with the reviewing authority exceptions to the
initial decision, with the reasons therefor. Upon the filing of such exceptions the reviewing authority shall
review the initial decision and issue its own decision thereof including the reasons therefor. In the absence
of exceptions the initial decision shall constitute the final decision, subject to the provisions of paragraph
(e) of this section.

(b) Decisions on record or review by the reviewing authority. Whenever a record is certified to the reviewing
authority for decision or it reviews the decision of a hearing officer pursuant to paragraph (a) or (c) of this
section, the applicant or recipient shall be given reasonable opportunity to file with it briefs or other
written statements of its contentions, and a copy of the final decision of the reviewing authority shall be
given in writing to the applicant or recipient and to the complainant, if any.
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