
40 C.F.R. § 63.11398
What definitions apply to this subpart?

Acrylic fiber means a manufactured synthetic fiber in which the fiber-forming substance is any long-chain
synthetic polymer composed of at least 85 percent by weight of acrylonitrile units.

Acrylic and modacrylic fibers production means the production of either of the following synthetic fibers composed
of acrylonitrile units: acrylic fiber or modacrylic fiber.

Acrylonitrile solution polymerization means a process where acrylonitrile and comonomers are dissolved in a
solvent to form a polymer solution (typically polyacrylonitrile). The polyacrylonitrile is soluble in the solvent. In
contrast to suspension polymerization, the resulting reactor polymer solution (spin dope) is filtered and pumped
directly to the fiber spinning process.

Acrylonitrile suspension polymerization means a polymerization process where small drops of acrylonitrile and
comonomers are suspended in water in the presence of a catalyst where they polymerize under agitation. Solid
beads of polymer are formed in this suspension reaction which are subsequently filtered, washed, refiltered, and
dried. The beads must be subsequently redissolved in a solvent to create a spin dope prior to introduction to the
fiber spinning process.
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