
40 C.F.R. § 86.1806-17
Onboard diagnostics.

Model year 2017 and later vehicles must have onboard diagnostic (OBD) systems as described in this section. OBD
systems must generally detect malfunctions in the emission control system, store trouble codes corresponding to
detected malfunctions, and alert operators appropriately.

(a) Vehicles must comply with the 2013 OBD requirements adopted for California as described in this
paragraph (a). California's 2013 OBD-II requirements are part of Title 13, § 1968.2 of the California Code of
Regulations, approved on July 31, 2013 (incorporated by reference in § 86.1). We may approve your request
to certify an OBD system meeting a later version of California's OBD requirements if you demonstrate that
it complies with the intent of this section. The following clarifications and exceptions apply for vehicles
certified under this subpart:

(1) For vehicles not certified in California, references to vehicles meeting certain California Air Resources Board
emission standards are understood to refer to the corresponding EPA emission standards for a given family,
where applicable. Use good engineering judgment to correlate the specified standards with the bin standards
that apply under this subpart.

(2) Vehicles must comply with OBD requirements throughout the useful life as specified in § 86.1805. If the
specified useful life is different for evaporative and exhaust emissions, the useful life specified for evaporative
emissions applies for monitoring related to fuel-system leaks and the useful life specified for exhaust
emissions applies for all other parameters.

(3) The purpose and applicability statements in 13 CCR 1968.2(a) and (b) do not apply.

(4) The anti-tampering provisions in 13 CCR 1968.2(d)(1.4) do not apply.

(5) The requirement to verify proper alignment between the camshaft and crankshaft described in 13 CCR
1968.2(e)(15.2.1)(C) applies only for vehicles equipped with variable valve timing.

(6) The deficiency provisions described in paragraph (c) of this section apply instead of 13 CCR 1968.2(k).

(7) For emergency vehicles only, the provisions of 13 CCR 1968.2(e)(6.2.1) related to monitoring and
identification of air-fuel ratio cylinder imbalance, as part of the fuel system monitoring, do not apply until
model year 2020, unless the vehicle met the requirements in 2016 or earlier model years.

(8) Apply thresholds for exhaust emission malfunctions from Tier 3 vehicles based on the thresholds calculated
for the corresponding bin standards in the California LEV II program as prescribed for the latest model year in
13 CCR 1968.2(e) and (f). For example, for Tier 3 Bin 160 standards, apply the threshold that applies for the LEV
standards. For cases involving Tier 3 standards that have no corresponding bin standards from the California
LEV II program, use the next highest LEV II bin. For example, for Tier 3 Bin 50 standards, apply the threshold
that applies for the ULEV standards. You may apply thresholds that are more stringent than we require under
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this paragraph (a)(8).
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