
40 C.F.R. § 79.55
Base fuel specifications.

(a) General Characteristics. (1) The base fuel(s) in each fuel family shall serve as the group representative(s) for
the baseline group(s) in each fuel family pursuant to § 79.56. Also, as specified in § 79.51(h)(1), for fuel
additives undergoing testing, the designated base fuel for the respective fuel family shall serve as the
substrate in which the additive shall be mixed prior to the generation of emissions.

(2) Base fuels shall contain a limited complement of the additives which are essential for the fuel's production
or distribution and/or for the successful operation of the test vehicle/engine throughout the mileage
accumulation and emission generation periods. Such additives shall be used at the minimum effective
concentration-in-use for the base fuel in question.

(3) Unless otherwise restricted, the presence of trace contaminants does not preclude the use of a fuel or fuel
additive as a component of a base fuel formulation.

(4) When an additive is the test subject, any additive normally contained in the base fuel which serves the same
function as the subject additive shall be removed from the base fuel formulation. For example, if a corrosion
inhibitor were the subject of testing and if this additive were to be tested in a base fuel which normally
contained a corrosion inhibitor, this test additive would replace the corrosion inhibitor normally included as a
component of the base fuel.

(5) Additive components of the methanol, ethanol, methane, and propane base fuels in addition to any such
additives included below shall be limited to those recommended by the manufacturers of the vehicles and/or
engines used in testing such fuels. For this purpose, EPA will review requests from manufacturers (or their
agents) to modify the additive specifications for the alternative fuels and, if necessary, EPA shall change these
specifications based on consistency of those changes with the associated vehicle manufacturer's
recommendations for the operation of the vehicle. EPA shall publish notice of any such changes to a base fuel
and/or its base additive package specifications in the Federal Register.
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