
40 C.F.R. § 68.59
Third-party audits.

(a) Applicability. The owner or operator shall engage a third party to conduct an audit that evaluates
compliance with the provisions of this subpart in accordance with the requirements of this section when
any criterion of § 68.58(f) is met.

(b) Third-party auditors and auditing teams. The owner or operator shall either:

(1) Engage a third-party auditor meeting all of the competency and independence criteria in paragraph (c) of
this section; or

(2) Assemble an auditing team, led by a third-party auditor meeting all of the competency and independence
criteria in paragraph (c) of this section. The team may include:

(i) Other employees of the third-party auditor firm meeting the independence criteria of paragraph (c)(2) of this
section; and

(ii) Other personnel not employed by the third-party auditor firm, including facility personnel.

(c) Third-party auditor qualifications. The owner or operator shall determine and document that the third-
party auditor(s) meet the following competency and independence requirements:

(1) The third-party auditor(s) shall be:

(i) Knowledgeable with the requirements of this part;

(ii) Experienced with the stationary source type and processes being audited and applicable recognized and
generally accepted good engineering practices; and

(iii) Trained and/or certified in proper auditing techniques.

(2) The third-party auditor(s) shall:

(i) Act impartially when performing all activities under this section;

(ii) Receive no financial benefit from the outcome of the audit, apart from payment for auditing services. For
purposes of this paragraph (c)(2)(ii), retired employees who otherwise satisfy the third-party auditor
independence criteria in this section may qualify as independent if their sole continuing financial attachments to
the owner or operator are employer-financed or managed retirement and/or health plans;
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