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40 C.F.R. § 65.117

Alternative means of emission limitation: Batch processes.

(a) General requirement. As an alternative to complying with the requirements of 88 65.106 through 65.114 and
§ 65.116, an owner or operator of a batch process that operates in regulated material service during the
calendar year may comply with one of the standards specified in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section, or
the owner or operator may petition for approval of an alternative standard under the provisions of §
65.102(b). The alternative standards of this section provide the options of pressure testing or monitoring
the equipment for leaks. The owner or operator may switch among the alternatives provided the change is
documented as specified in paragraph (b)(7) of this section.

(b) Pressure testing of the batch equipment. The following requirements shall be met if an owner or operator
elects to use pressure testing of batch product-process equipment to demonstrate compliance with this
subpart:

(1) Reconfiguration. Each time equipment is reconfigured for production of a different product or intermediate,
the batch product-process equipment train shall be pressure-tested for leaks before regulated material is first
fed to the equipment and the equipment is placed in regulated material service.

(i) When the batch product-process equipment train is reconfigured to produce a different product, pressure
testing is required only for the new or disturbed equipment.

(ii) Each batch product-process that operates in regulated material service during a calendar year shall be
pressure-tested at least once during that calendar year.

(iii) Pressure testing is not required for routine seal breaks, such as changing hoses or filters, that are not part of
the reconfiguration to produce a different product or intermediate.

(2) Testing procedures. The batch product-process equipment shall be tested either using the procedures
specified in paragraph (b)(5) of this section for pressure vacuum loss or with a liquid using the procedures
specified in paragraph (b)(6) of this section.

(3) Leak detection. (i) For pressure or vacuum tests using a gas, a leak is detected if the rate of change in
pressure is greater than 6.9 kilopascals (1 pound per square inch gauge) in 1 hour or if there is visible, audible,
or olfactory evidence of fluid loss.

(ii) For pressure tests using a liquid, a leak is detected if there are indications of liquids dripping or if there is
other evidence of fluid loss.
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