
40 C.F.R. § 63.11930
What requirements must I meet for closed vent systems?

(a) General. To route emissions from process vents subject to the emission limits in Table 1 or 2 to this subpart
to a control device, you must use a closed vent system and meet the requirements of this section and all
provisions referenced in this section. However, if you operate and maintain your closed vent system in
vacuum service as defined in § 63.12005, you must meet the requirements in paragraph (h) of this section
and are not required to meet the requirements in paragraphs (a) through (g) of this section.

(b) Collection of emissions. Each closed vent system must be designed and operated to collect the HAP vapors
from each continuous process vent, miscellaneous process vent and batch process vent, and to route the
collected vapors to a control device.

(c) Bypass. For each closed vent system that contains a bypass as defined in § 63.12005 (e.g., diverting a vent
stream away from the control device), you must not discharge to the atmosphere through the bypass. Any
such release constitutes a violation of this rule. The use of any bypass diverted to the atmosphere during a
performance test invalidates the performance test. You must comply with the provisions of either
paragraph (c)(1) or (2) of this section for each closed vent system that contains a bypass that could divert a
vent stream to the atmosphere.

(1) Bypass flow indicator. Install, maintain, and operate a flow indicator as specified in paragraphs (c)(1)(i)
through (iv) of this section.

(i) The flow indicator must be properly installed at the entrance to any bypass.

(ii) The flow indicator must be equipped with an alarm system that will alert an operator immediately, and
automatically when flow is detected in the bypass. The alarm must be located such that the alert is detected and
recognized easily by an operator.

(iii) If the alarm is triggered, you must immediately initiate procedures to identify the cause of the alarm. If any
closed vent system has discharged to the atmosphere through a vent or bypass, you must initiate procedures to
stop the bypass discharge.

(iv) For any instances where the flow indicator alarm is triggered, you must submit to the Administrator as part
of your compliance report, the information specified in § 63.11985(b)(9) and (10). This report is required even if
you elect to follow the procedures specified in § 63.11895 to establish an affirmative defense and submit the
reports specified in § 63.11985(b)(11).

(2) Bypass valve configuration. Secure the bypass valve in the non-diverting position with a car-seal or a lock-
and-key type configuration.

(i) You must visually inspect the seal or closure mechanism at least once every month to verify that the valve is
maintained in the non-diverting position, and the vent stream is not diverted through the bypass. A broken seal
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or closure mechanism or a diverted valve constitutes a violation from the emission limits in Table 1 or 2 to this
subpart. You must maintain the records specified in paragraph (g)(1)(ii) of this section.

(ii) For each seal or closure mechanism, you must comply with either paragraph (c)(2)(ii)(A) or (B) of this
section.

(A) For each instance that you change the bypass valve to the diverting position, you must submit to the
Administrator as part of your compliance report, the information specified in § 63.11985(b)(9) and (10). This
report is required even if you elect to follow the procedures specified in § 63.11895 to establish an affirmative
defense and submit the reports specified in § 63.11985(b)(11).

(B) You must install, maintain, and operate a bypass flow indicator as specified in paragraphs (c)(1)(i) and (ii) of
this section and you must meet the requirements in paragraph (c)(1)(iii) and (iv) of this section for each instance
that the flow indicator alarm is triggered.
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