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40 C.F.R. § 265.196

Response to leaks or spills and disposition of leaking or unfit-for-
use tank systems.

A tank system or secondary containment system from which there has been a leak or spill, or which is unfit for
use, must be removed from service immediately, and the owner or operator must satisfy the following
requirements:

(a) Cessation of use; prevent flow or addition of wastes. The owner or operator must immediately stop the flow of
hazardous waste into the tank system or secondary containment system and inspect the system to
determine the cause of the release.

(b) Removal of waste from tank system or secondary containment system. (1) If the release was from the tank
system, the owner or operator must, within 24 hours after detection of the leak or, if the owner or operator
demonstrates that that is not possible, at the earliest practicable time remove as much of the waste as is
necessary to prevent further release of hazardous waste to the environment and to allow inspection and
repair of the tank system to be performed.

(2) If the release was to a secondary containment system, all released materials must be removed within 24
hours or in as timely a manner as is possible to prevent harm to human health and the environment.

(c) Containment of visible releases to the environment. The owner or operator must immediately conduct a visual
inspection of the release and, based upon that inspection:
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