
40 C.F.R. § 264.97
General ground-water monitoring requirements.

The owner or operator must comply with the following requirements for any ground-water monitoring program
developed to satisfy § 264.98, § 264.99, or § 264.100:

(a) The ground-water monitoring system must consist of a sufficient number of wells, installed at
appropriate locations and depths to yield ground-water samples from the uppermost aquifer that:

(1) Represent the quality of background ground water that has not been affected by leakage from a regulated
unit;

(i) A determination of background ground-water quality may include sampling of wells that are not hydraulically
upgradient of the waste management area where:

(A) Hydrogeologic conditions do not allow the owner or operator to determine what wells are hydraulically
upgradient; and

(B) Sampling at other wells will provide an indication of background ground-water quality that is representative
or more representative than that provided by the upgradient wells; and

(2) Represent the quality of ground water passing the point of compliance.

(3) Allow for the detection of contamination when hazardous waste or hazardous constituents have migrated
from the waste management area to the uppermost aquifer.

(b) If a facility contains more than one regulated unit, separate ground-water monitoring systems are not
required for each regulated unit provided that provisions for sampling the ground water in the uppermost
aquifer will enable detection and measurement at the compliance point of hazardous constituents from the
regulated units that have entered the ground water in the uppermost aquifer.

(c) All monitoring wells must be cased in a manner that maintains the integrity of the monitoring-well bore
hole. This casing must be screened or perforated and packed with gravel or sand, where necessary, to
enable collection of ground-water samples. The annular space (i.e., the space between the bore hole and
well casing) above the sampling depth must be sealed to prevent contamination of samples and the ground
water.
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