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40 C.F.R. § 264.222

Action leakage rate.

(a) The Regional Administrator shall approve an action leakage rate for surface impoundment units subject to
§ 264.221 (c) or (d). The action leakage rate is the maximum design flow rate that the leak detection
system (LDS) can remove without the fluid head on the bottom liner exceeding 1 foot. The action leakage
rate must include an adequate safety margin to allow for uncertainties in the design (e.g., slope, hydraulic
conductivity, thickness of drainage material), construction, operation, and location of the LDS, waste and
leachate characteristics, likelihood and amounts of other sources of liquids in the LDS, and proposed
response actions (e.g., the action leakage rate must consider decreases in the flow capacity of the system
over time resulting from siltation and clogging, rib layover and creep of synthetic components of the
system, overburden pressures, etc.).
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