
40 C.F.R. § 261.193
Containment and detection of releases.

(a) Secondary containment systems must be:

(1) Designed, installed, and operated to prevent any migration of materials or accumulated liquid out of the
system to the soil, ground water, or surface water at any time during the use of the tank system; and

(2) Capable of detecting and collecting releases and accumulated liquids until the collected material is
removed.

Note to paragraph (a):

If the collected material is a hazardous waste under part 261 of this chapter, it is subject to management as a
hazardous waste in accordance with all applicable requirements of parts 262 through 265, 266, and 268 of this
chapter. If the collected material is discharged through a point source to waters of the United States, it is subject
to the requirements of sections 301, 304, and 402 of the Clean Water Act, as amended. If discharged to a Publicly
Owned Treatment Works (POTW), it is subject to the requirements of section 307 of the Clean Water Act, as
amended. If the collected material is released to the environment, it may be subject to the reporting
requirements of 40 CFR part 302.

(b) To meet the requirements of paragraph (a) of this section, secondary containment systems must be at a
minimum:

(1) Constructed of or lined with materials that are compatible with the materials(s) to be placed in the tank
system and must have sufficient strength and thickness to prevent failure owing to pressure gradients
(including static head and external hydrological forces), physical contact with the material to which it is
exposed, climatic conditions, and the stress of daily operation (including stresses from nearby vehicular
traffic);
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