
40 C.F.R. § 257.3-5
Application to land used for the production of food-chain crops
(interim final).

(a) Cadmium. A facility or practice concerning application of solid waste to within one meter (three feet) of the
surface of land used for the production of food-chain crops shall not exist or occur, unless in compliance
with all requirements of paragraphs (a)(1) (i) through (iii) of this section or all requirements of paragraphs
(a)(2) (i) through (iv) of this section.

(1)

(i) The pH of the solid waste and soil mixture is 6.5 or greater at the time of each solid waste application, except
for solid waste containing cadmium at concentrations of 2 mg/kg (dry weight) or less.

(ii) The annual application of cadmium from solid waste does not exceed 0.5 kilograms per hectare (kg/ha) on
land used for production of tobacco, leafy vegetables or root crops grown for human consumption. For other
food-chain crops, the annual cadmium application rate does not exceed:

Time period Annual Cd application rate (kg/ha)

Present to June 30, 1984 2.0

July 1, 1984 to December 31, 1986 1.25

Beginning January 1, 1987 0.5
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