
40 C.F.R. § 501.15
Requirements for permitting.

(a) General requirements. All State programs under this part must have legal authority to implement each of
the following provisions and must be administered in conformance with each, except that States are not
precluded from omitting or modifying any provisions to impose more stringent requirements:

(1) Confidentiality of information. Claims of confidentiality will be denied for the following information:

(i) The name and address of any permit applicant or permittee;

(ii) Permit applications, permits, and sewage sludge data. This includes information submitted on the permit
application forms themselves and any attachments used to supply information required by the forms.

(2) Duration of permits. (i) NPDES permits issued to treatment works treating domestic sewage pursuant to
section 405(f) of the CWA will be effective for a fixed term not to exceed five years.

(ii) Non-NPDES Permits issued to treatment works treating domestic sewage pursuant to section 405(f) of the
CWA will be effective for a fixed term not to exceed ten years.

(3) Schedules of compliance—(i) General. The permit may, when appropriate, specify a schedule of compliance
leading to compliance with the CWA and the requirements of this part. Any schedules of compliance under this
section must require compliance as soon as possible, but not later than any applicable statutory deadline under
the CWA.

(ii) Interim dates. If a permit establishes a schedule of compliance which exceeds one year from the date of permit
issuance, the schedule must set forth interim requirements and the date for their achievement, as appropriate.

(iii) Reporting. The permit must be written to require that no later than 14 days following each interim date and
the final date of compliance, the permittee must notify the Director in writing of its compliance or
noncompliance with the interim or final requirements, or submit progress reports if paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of this
section is applicable.

(4) Information requirements: All treatment works treating domestic sewage shall submit to the Director within
the time frames established in paragraph (d)(1)(ii) of this section the information listed in paragraphs (a)(4)(i)
through (xii) of this section. The Director of an approved state program that chooses to receive electronic
documents must satisfy the requirements of 40 CFR part 3—(Electronic reporting).

(b) Conditions applicable to all permits. In addition to permit conditions which must be developed on a case-by-
case basis in order to meet applicable requirements of 40 CFR part 503, paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of
this section, and permit conditions developed on a case-by-case basis using best professional judgment to
protect public health and the environment from the adverse effects of toxic pollutants in sewage sludge, all
permits must contain the following permit conditions (or comparable conditions as provided for in the
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Memorandum of Agreement):

(1) Duty to comply. The permittee must comply with all conditions of this permit. Any permit noncompliance
constitutes a violation of the Clean Water Act and is grounds for enforcement action; for permit termination,
revocation and reissuance, or modification; or denial of a permit renewal application.

(2) Compliance with sludge standards. The permittee shall comply with standards for sewage sludge use or
disposal established under section 405(d) of the CWA (40 CFR part 503) within the time provided in the
regulations that establish such standards, even if this permit has not yet been modified to incorporate the
standards.

(3) CWA penalties. Section 309 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) sets out penalties applicable to persons who violate
the Act's requirements. For example, section 309(d) provides that any person who violates a permit condition
implementing sections 301, 302, 306, 307, 308, 318, or 405 of the Clean Water Act is subject to a civil penalty
not to exceed $25,000 per day for each violation. Such violations also may be subject to administrative
penalties assessed by the Administrator pursuant to section 309(g) of the CWA. Any person who negligently
violates permit conditions implementing sections 301, 302, 306, 307, 308, or 405 of the Clean Water Act is
subject to a fine not less than $2,500 nor more than $25,000 per day of violation or by imprisonment for not
more than 1 year, or both. Any person who knowingly violates a permit condition implementing sections 301,
302, 304, 307, 308, or 405 shall be punished by a fine not less than $5000 nor more than $50,000 per day of
violation, or by imprisonment for not more than 3 years or both.

(4) Need to halt or reduce activity not a defense. It shall not be a defense for a permittee in an enforcement action
that it would have been necessary to halt or reduce the permitted activity in order to maintain compliance with
the conditions of this permit.

(5) Duty to mitigate. The permittee shall take all reasonable steps to minimize or prevent sludge use or disposal
in violation of this permit which has a reasonable likelihood of adversely affecting human health or the
environment.

(6) Proper operation and maintenance. The permittee shall at all times properly operate and maintain all
facilities and systems of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) which are installed or used by the
permittee to achieve compliance with the conditions of this permit. Proper operation and maintenance also
includes adequate laboratory controls and appropriate quality assurance procedures. This provision requires
the operation of back-up or auxiliary facilities or similar systems which are installed by a permittee only when
the operation is necessary to achieve compliance with the conditions of the permit.

(7) Permit actions. This permit may be modified, revoked and reissued, or terminated for cause. The filing of a
request by the permittee for a permit modification, revocation and reissuance, or termination, or a notification
of planned changes or anticipated noncompliance does not stay any permit condition.
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