
40 C.F.R. § 300.600
Designation of federal trustees.

(a) The President is required to designate in the NCP those federal officials who are to act on behalf of the
public as trustees for natural resources. Federal officials so designated will act pursuant to section 107(f) of
CERCLA, section 311(f)(5) of the CWA, and section 1006 of the OPA. Natural resources means land, fish,
wildlife, biota, air, water, ground water, drinking water supplies, and other such resources belonging to,
managed by, held in trust by, appertaining to, or otherwise controlled (hereinafter referred to as
“managed or controlled”) by the United States (including the resources of the exclusive economic zone).

(b) The following individuals shall be the designated trustee(s) for general categories of natural resources,
including their supporting ecosystems. They are authorized to act pursuant to section 107(f) of CERCLA,
section 311(f)(5) of the CWA, or section 1006 of the OPA when there is injury to, destruction of, loss of, or
threat to natural resources, including their supporting ecosystems, as a result of a release of a hazardous
substance or a discharge of oil. Notwithstanding the other designations in this section, the Secretaries of
Commerce and the Interior shall act as trustees of those resources subject to their respective management
or control.
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