
40 C.F.R. § 300.425
Establishing remedial priorities.

(a) General. The purpose of this section is to identify the criteria as well as the methods and procedures EPA
uses to establish its priorities for remedial actions.

(b) National Priorities List. The NPL is the list of priority releases for long-term remedial evaluation and
response.

(1) Only those releases included on the NPL shall be considered eligible for Fund-financed remedial action.
Removal actions (including remedial planning activities, RI/FSs, and other actions taken pursuant to CERCLA
section 104(b)) are not limited to NPL sites.

(2) Inclusion of a release on the NPL does not imply that monies will be expended, nor does the rank of a
release on the NPL establish the precise priorities for the allocation of Fund resources. EPA may also pursue
other appropriate authorities to remedy the release, including enforcement actions under CERCLA and other
laws. A site's rank on the NPL serves, along with other factors, including enforcement actions, as a basis to
guide the allocation of Fund resources among releases.

(3) Federal facilities that meet the criteria identified in paragraph (c) of this section are eligible for inclusion on
the NPL. Except as provided by CERCLA sections 111(e)(3) and 111(c), federal facilities are not eligible for Fund-
financed remedial actions.
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