
40 C.F.R. § 300.420
Remedial site evaluation.

(a) General. The purpose of this section is to describe the methods, procedures, and criteria the lead agency
shall use to collect data, as required, and evaluate releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or
contaminants. The evaluation may consist of two steps: a remedial preliminary assessment (PA) and a
remedial site inspection (SI).

(b) Remedial preliminary assessment. (1) The lead agency shall perform a remedial PA on all sites entered into
the SEMS remedial assessment active inventory as defined in § 300.5 to:

(i) Eliminate from further consideration those sites that pose no threat to public health or the environment;

(ii) Determine if there is any potential need for removal action;

(iii) Set priorities for site inspections; and

(iv) Gather existing data to facilitate later evaluation of the release pursuant to the Hazard Ranking System
(HRS) if warranted.

(2) A remedial PA shall consist of a review of existing information about a release such as information on the
pathways of exposure, exposure targets, and source and nature of release. A remedial PA shall also include an off-
site reconnaissance as appropriate. A remedial PA may include an on-site reconnaissance where appropriate.
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