
40 C.F.R. § 300.322
Response to substantial threats to public health or welfare of the
United States.

(a) As part of the investigation described in § 300.320, the OSC shall determine whether a discharge results in
a substantial threat to public health or welfare of the United States (including, but not limited to, fish,
shellfish, wildlife, other natural resources, and the public and private beaches and shorelines of the United
States). Factors to be considered by the OSC in making this determination include, but are not limited to,
the size of the discharge, the character of the discharge, and the nature of the threat to public health or
welfare of the United States. Upon obtaining such information, the OSC shall conduct an evaluation of the
threat posed, based on the OSC's experience in assessing other discharges, and consultation with senior
lead agency officials and readily available authorities on issues outside the OSC's technical expertise.
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