
40 C.F.R. § 300.320
General pattern of response.

(a) When the OSC receives a report of a discharge, actions normally should be taken in the following sequence:

(1) Investigate the report to determine pertinent information such as the threat posed to public health or
welfare of the United States or the environment, the type and quantity of polluting material, and the source of
the discharge.

(2) Officially classify the size (i.e., minor, medium, major) and type (i.e., substantial threat to the public health
or welfare of the United States, worst case discharge) of the discharge and determine the course of action to be
followed to ensure effective and immediate removal, mitigation, or prevention of the discharge. Some
discharges that are classified as a substantial threat to the public health or welfare of the United States may be
further classified as a spill of national significance by the Administrator of EPA or the Commandant of the
USCG. The appropriate course of action may be prescribed in §§ 300.322, 300.323, and 300.324.
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