
40 C.F.R. § 300.210
Federal contingency plans.

There are three levels of contingency plans under the national response system: The National Contingency Plan,
RCPs, and ACPs. These plans are available for inspection at EPA regional offices or USCG district offices.
Addresses and telephone numbers for these offices may be found in the United States Government Manual,
issued annually, or in local telephone directories.

(a) The National Contingency Plan. The purpose and objectives, authority, and scope of the NCP are described in
§§ 300.1 through 300.3.

(b) Regional Contingency Plans. The RRTs, working with the states, shall develop federal RCPs for each
standard federal region, Alaska, Oceania in the Pacific, and the Caribbean to coordinate timely, effective
response by various federal agencies and other organizations to discharges of oil or releases of hazardous
substances, pollutants, or contaminants. RCPs shall, as appropriate, include information on all useful
facilities and resources in the region, from government, commercial, academic, and other sources. To the
greatest extent possible, RCPs shall follow the format of the NCP and be coordinated with state emergency
response plans, ACPs, which are described in § 300.210(c), and Title III local emergency response plans,
which are described in § 300.215. Such coordination should be accomplished by working with the SERCs in
the region covered by the RCP. RCPs shall contain lines of demarcation between the inland and coastal
zones, as mutually agreed upon by USCG and EPA.

(c) Area Contingency Plans. (1) Under the direction of an OSC and subject to approval by the lead agency, each
Area Committee, in consultation with the appropriate RRTs, Coast Guard DRGs, the NSFCC, SSCs, LEPCs,
and SERCs, shall develop an ACP for its designated area. This plan, when implemented in conjunction with
other provisions of the NCP, shall be adequate to remove a worst case discharge under § 300.324, and to
mitigate or prevent a substantial threat of such a discharge, from a vessel, offshore facility, or onshore
facility operating in or near the area.
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