
40 C.F.R. § 300.145
Special teams and other assistance available to OSCs/RPMs.

(a) The NSF is a special team established by the USCG, including the three USCG Strike Teams, the Public
Information Assist Team (PIAT), and the NSFCC. The NSF is available to assist OSCs/RPMs in their
preparedness and response duties.

(1) The three Strike Teams (Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific) provide trained personnel and specialized equipment to
assist the OSC in training for spill response, stabilizing and containing the spill, and in monitoring or directing
the response actions of the responsible parties and/or contractors. The OSC has a specific team designated for
initial contact and may contact that team directly for any assistance.

(2) The NSFCC can provide the following support to the OSC:

(i) Technical assistance, equipment and other resources to augment the OSC staff during spill response.

(ii) Assistance in coordinating the use of private and public resources in support of the OSC during a response to
or a threat of a worst case discharge of oil.

(iii) Review of the area contingency plan, including an evaluation of equipment readiness and coordination
among responsible public agencies and private organizations.

(iv) Assistance in locating spill response resources for both response and planning, using the NSFCC's national
and international computerized inventory of spill response resources.

(v) Coordination and evaluation of pollution response exercises.

(vi) Inspection of district prepositioned pollution response equipment.

(3) PIAT is an element of the NSFCC staff which is available to assist OSCs to meet the demands for public
information during a response or exercise. Its use is encouraged any time the OSC requires outside public
affairs support. Requests for PIAT assistance may be made through the NSFCC or NRC.

(b)

(1) The Environmental Response Team (ERT) is established by EPA in accordance with its disaster and
emergency responsibilities. The ERT has expertise in treatment technology, biology, chemistry, hydrology,
geology, and engineering.
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