
40 C.F.R. § 300.135
Response operations.

(a) The OSC/RPM, consistent with §§ 300.120 and 300.125, shall direct response efforts and coordinate all
other efforts at the scene of a discharge or release. As part of the planning and preparation for response,
the OSCs/RPMs shall be predesignated by the regional or district head of the lead agency.

(b) The first federal official affiliated with an NRT member agency to arrive at the scene of a discharge or
release should coordinate activities under the NCP and is authorized to initiate, in consultation with the
OSC, any necessary actions normally carried out by the OSC until the arrival of the predesignated OSC. This
official may initiate federal fund-financed actions only as authorized by the OSC or, if the OSC is
unavailable, the authorized representative of the lead agency.

(c) The OSC/RPM shall, to the extent practicable, collect pertinent facts about the discharge or release, such as
its source and cause; the identification of potentially responsible parties; the nature, amount, and location
of discharged or released materials; the probable direction and time of travel of discharged or released
materials; whether the discharge is a worst case discharge as discussed in § 300.324; the pathways to
human and environmental exposure; the potential impact on human health, welfare, and safety and the
environment; whether the discharge or release poses a substantial threat to the public health or welfare of
the United States as discussed in § 300.322; the potential impact on natural resources and property which
may be affected; priorities for protecting human health and welfare and the environment; and appropriate
cost documentation.
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