
40 C.F.R. § 300.130
Determinations to initiate response and special conditions.

(a) In accordance with CWA and CERCLA, the Administrator of EPA or the Secretary of the department in
which the USCG is operating, as appropriate, is authorized to act for the United States to take response
measures deemed necessary to protect the public health or welfare or environment from discharges of oil
or releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants except with respect to such releases on or
from vessels or facilities under the jurisdiction, custody, or control of other federal agencies.

(b) The Administrator of EPA or the Secretary of the department in which the USCG is operating, as
appropriate, is authorized to initiate and, in the case of a discharge posing a substantial threat to public
health or welfare of the United States is required to initiate and direct, appropriate response activities
when the Administrator or Secretary determines that any oil or CWA hazardous substance is discharged or
there is a substantial threat of such discharge from any vessel or offshore or onshore facility into or on the
navigable waters of the United States, on the adjoining shorelines to the navigable waters, into or on the
waters of the exclusive economic zone, or that may affect natural resources belonging to, appertaining to,
or under exclusive management authority of the United States; or
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