
40 C.F.R. § 300.120
On-scene coordinators and remedial project managers: general
responsibilities.

(a) The OSC/RPM directs response efforts and coordinates all other efforts at the scene of a discharge or
release. As part of the planning and preparedness for response, OSCs shall be predesignated by the regional
or district head of the lead agency. EPA and the USCG shall predesignate OSCs for all areas in each region,
except as provided in paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section. RPMs shall be assigned by the lead agency to
manage remedial or other response actions at NPL sites, except as provided in paragraphs (c) and (d) of
this section.

(1) The USCG shall provide OSCs for oil discharges, including discharges from facilities and vessels under the
jurisdiction of another federal agency, within or threatening the coastal zone. The USCG shall also provide OSCs
for the removal of releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants into or threatening the
coastal zone, except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section. The USCG shall not provide predesignated
OSCs for discharges or releases from hazardous waste management facilities or in similarly chronic incidents.
The USCG shall provide an initial response to discharges or releases from hazardous waste management
facilities within the coastal zone in accordance with Department of Transportation (DOT)/EPA Instrument of
Redelegation (May 27, 1988) except as provided by paragraph (b) of this section. The USCG OSC shall contact
the cognizant RPM as soon as it is evident that a removal may require a follow-up remedial action, to ensure
that the required planning can be initiated and an orderly transition to an EPA or state lead can occur.
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