
40 C.F.R. § 300.115
Regional Response Teams.

(a) Regional planning and coordination of preparedness and response actions is accomplished through the
RRT. In the case of a discharge of oil, preparedness activities will be carried out in conjunction with Area
Committees, as appropriate. The RRT agency membership parallels that of the NRT, as described in §
300.110, but also includes state and local representation. The RRT provides:

(1) The appropriate regional mechanism for development and coordination of preparedness activities before a
response action is taken and for coordination of assistance and advice to the OSC/RPM during such response
actions; and

(2) Guidance to Area Committees, as appropriate, to ensure inter-area consistency and consistency of
individual ACPs with the RCP and NCP.

(b) The two principal components of the RRT mechanism are a standing team, which consists of designated
representatives from each participating federal agency, state governments, and local governments (as
agreed upon by the states); and incident-specific teams formed from the standing team when the RRT is
activated for a response. On incident-specific teams, participation by the RRT member agencies will relate
to the technical nature of the incident and its geographic location.

(1) The standing team's jurisdiction corresponds to the standard federal regions, except for Alaska, Oceania in
the Pacific, and the Caribbean area, each of which has a separate standing RRT. The role of the standing RRT
includes communications systems and procedures, planning, coordination, training, evaluation, preparedness,
and related matters on a regionwide basis. It also includes coordination of Area Committees for these functions
in areas within their respective regions, as appropriate.

(2) The role of the incident-specific team is determined by the operational requirements of the response to a
specific discharge or release. Appropriate levels of activation and/or notification of the incident-specific RRT,
including participation by state and local governments, shall be determined by the designated RRT chair for
the incident, based on the RCP. The incident-specific RRT supports the designated OSC/RPM. The designated
OSC/RPM directs response efforts and coordinates all other efforts at the scene of a discharge or release.
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