
40 C.F.R. § 280.12
Definitions.

Aboveground release means any release to the surface of the land or to surface water. This includes, but is not
limited to, releases from the aboveground portion of an UST system and aboveground releases associated with
overfills and transfer operations as the regulated substance moves to or from an UST system.

Ancillary equipment means any devices including, but not limited to, such devices as piping, fittings, flanges,
valves, and pumps used to distribute, meter, or control the flow of regulated substances to and from an UST.

Belowground release means any release to the subsurface of the land and to groundwater. This includes, but is not
limited to, releases from the belowground portions of an underground storage tank system and belowground
releases associated with overfills and transfer operations as the regulated substance moves to or from an
underground storage tank.

Beneath the surface of the ground means beneath the ground surface or otherwise covered with earthen materials.

Cathodic protection is a technique to prevent corrosion of a metal surface by making that surface the cathode of an
electrochemical cell. For example, a tank system can be cathodically protected through the application of either
galvanic anodes or impressed current.

Cathodic protection tester means a person who can demonstrate an understanding of the principles and
measurements of all common types of cathodic protection systems as applied to buried or submerged metal
piping and tank systems. At a minimum, such persons must have education and experience in soil resistivity,
stray current, structure-to-soil potential, and component electrical isolation measurements of buried metal
piping and tank systems.

CERCLA means the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as
amended.

Class A operator means the individual who has primary responsibility to operate and maintain the UST system in
accordance with applicable requirements established by the implementing agency. The Class A operator typically
manages resources and personnel, such as establishing work assignments, to achieve and maintain compliance
with regulatory requirements.

Class B operator means the individual who has day-to-day responsibility for implementing applicable regulatory
requirements established by the implementing agency. The Class B operator typically implements in-field
aspects of operation, maintenance, and associated recordkeeping for the UST system.

Class C operator means the individual responsible for initially addressing emergencies presented by a spill or
release from an UST system. The Class C operator typically controls or monitors the dispensing or sale of
regulated substances.
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Compatible means the ability of two or more substances to maintain their respective physical and chemical
properties upon contact with one another for the design life of the tank system under conditions likely to be
encountered in the UST.

Connected piping means all underground piping including valves, elbows, joints, flanges, and flexible connectors
attached to a tank system through which regulated substances flow. For the purpose of determining how much
piping is connected to any individual UST system, the piping that joins two UST systems should be allocated
equally between them.

Consumptive use with respect to heating oil means consumed on the premises.

Containment Sump means a liquid-tight container that protects the environment by containing leaks and spills of
regulated substances from piping, dispensers, pumps and related components in the containment area.
Containment sumps may be single walled or secondarily contained and located at the top of tank (tank top or
submersible turbine pump sump), underneath the dispenser (under-dispenser containment sump), or at other
points in the piping run (transition or intermediate sump).
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