
40 C.F.R. § 790.55
Modification of test standards or schedules during conduct of test.

(a) Application. Any test sponsor who wishes to modify the test schedule for the mandatory testing conditions
or requirements (i.e., “shall statements”) in the test standard for any test required by a test rule must
submit an application in accordance with this paragraph. Application for modification must be made by the
method specified in § 790.5(b). Applications must include an appropriate explanation and rationale for the
modification. Where a test sponsor requests EPA to provide guidance or to clarify a non-mandatory testing
requirement (i.e., “should statements”) in a test standard, the test sponsor must submit these requests to
EPA by the method format specified in § 790.5(b).

(b) Adoption. (1) Where EPA concludes that the requested modification of a test standard or schedule for a test
required under a test rule is appropriate, EPA will proceed in accordance with this paragraph (b).

(2) Where, in EPA's judgment, the requested modification of the test standard or schedule would not alter the
scope of the test or significantly change the schedule for completing the test, EPA will not ask for public
comment before approving the modification. EPA will notify the test sponsor by letter of EPA's approval. EPA
will place copies of each application and EPA approval letter in the rulemaking record for the test rule in
question. EPA will publish a notice annually in the Federal Register indicating the test standards or schedules
for tests required in test rules which have been modified under this paragraph (b)(2) and describing the nature
of the modifications. Until the Federal Register notice is published, any modification approved by EPA under
this paragraph (b)(2) shall apply only to the test sponsor who applied for the modification under this
paragraph (a) of this section.
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